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“The Effect of Using Semantic Mapping Strategy on the Acquisition and
Retention of English Vocabulary among First-Year Secondary School
Students in Tabuk Education.”

Abstract:

This study aimed to determine the effect of using the semantic mapping strategy on the acquisition and retention of English
vocabulary. The study followed a quasi-experimental approach. The study sample consisted of two groups (experimental and
control) totaling 49 first-year secondary school students at Badr Secondary School in Tabuk Education. An achievement test
was prepared as the study instrument, and its validity and reliability were confirmed. It was administered to both groups as
a pre-test and post-test to measure the level of English vocabulary acquisition. It was also administered as a delayed post-
test (after three weeks) to measure the retention of learning. The results were statistically analyzed by calculating the
arithmetic means, standard deviations, analysis of covariance (Ancova), and the t-test. The results of the study showed a
statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the control and experimental groups on the post-test. The mean
score for the control group was 20.62, while the mean score for the experimental group was 25.56, a difference of 4.94 points
in favor of the experimental group. The results also indicated no statistically significant difference between the mean scores
of the experimental group students on the post-test and the delayed post-test; the mean score on the post-test was 25.56, while
the mean score on the delayed post-test was 25.48. Therefore, these results confirm the effectiveness of using the semantic
mapping strategy in developing and retaining English vocabulary among first-year secondary school students.

Keywords: Semantic mapping strategy — English vocabulary acquisition — Retention of learning.
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